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Jim Nunez
Drawn about one month prior to the Georgia gubernatorial election in September 1942, Dr. Seuss provided this caricature of the communist obsessed chief executive of Georgia for the liberal periodical, PM Magazine on August 19, 1942.  Time Magazine called Eugene Talmadge “the most high-handed, lowbrowed [sic] local dictator that U.S. politics has known since the days of the late Huey Long.” (Time Magazine, Sept 21, 1942)  

A self-avowed segregationalist, Eugene Talmadge sought to remove some of Georgia’s top educators because they supported teaching black students.  Shortly after removing a regent of the university system named, Walter Cocking, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools voted to withdraw accreditation from the state's white colleges. According the new Georgia Encyclopedia, “The governor announced that he would remove any person in the university system who advocated "communism or racial equality." After heated debate the regents, most of whom were Talmadge appointees, decided by a vote of eight to four not to reemploy Cocking.” (http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-594)  

Within a year 10 more educators were targeted by Talmadge and removed from their respective positions within the Georgia education system.  Georgia Southern University archives reveal, “Talmadge did not like the fact that educators were among the first to speak out for an end to segregation.  Shortly after his election as governor in 1940, Talmadge began a campaign to oust "foreign" educators from positions in higher education. Within the midst of the Cocking controversy, Talmadge also attacked books used within the Georgia educational system, “targeting anything advocating communism or any other un-American ideal for removal.” http://library.georgiasouthern.edu/specialcollections/exhibits/msp/1942con.htm)
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Talmadge white supremacy campaign combined with his efforts to place a stranglehold on the education system angered many Georgians.  Students attending the University of Georgia discussed protesting Talmadge visit to the university in June of 1942. Minutes of UGA chapter of the Demosthenian Literary Society reveal the frustration experienced by many of the students of the time.  After a suggestion was made for students to remain silent following the governor’s introduction, a far more intensive protest was suggested. “H. B. Edwards, Jr. was recognized by the chair. In a defiant voice, which drew loud 1aughter from the members of the society, he said, "I'm opposed to Mr. Firor's plan of remaining silent. If we're going to do this thing, let's do it right. With a rotten tomato in one hand and an egg in the other, we'll march on Woodruff hall. We'll burn "Gene in effigy three times, we'll put props around the buildings to show what is happening to the University because of what Gene has done." Mr. Edwards then offered to personally lead the students in a mass demonstration against Governor Talmadge. "Bands playing, students yelling would help to break up the meeting” he suggested. (http://www.uga.edu/demsoc/minutes/1942-06-17.htm)  
The Georgia Governor is remembered for more of what he opposed rather than any innovative policy he came up with on his own.  According to the New Georgia History Encyclopedia, Talmadge opposed The New Deal policies of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and was active within the Democratic party attempting to block the re-election campaign of FDR in 1936.  

However, Talmadge policies of "white supremacy. State rights, local self-government and oldtime religion” is the likely target of Dr. Seuss political cartoon. Seuss was himself an education graduate from Oxford University.  He probably viewed the higher education controversy as more than enough evidence to provide Seuss motivation to draw the cartoon.

In viewing the cartoon, I am impressed that Georgia is encircled with a fence. Governor Talmadge towers over the state.  His left arm is extended and the palm of his hand pointed outward, suggesting stop.  Undoubtedly, the cartoon portrays Seuss impression of Talmadge’s Georgia.  It is an enclosed society in which Talmadge is determined to keep any outside influence out.  This for Seuss is Talmadge vision of State Rights.  In Talmadge’s right hand is a whip.  He is determined to keep those who live within Georgia in line with his views.  The residents Seuss draws among the houses are black.  They all appear to be looking upward at the maniacal figure that rises above them.  

Talmadge is unshaven, and he wears overhauls – portraying the populist policies of the “wool-hat” boys that are his constituency.  On Talmadge’s shoulder is a “Jim Crowe” who rests against Talmadge large unshaven head.  The crow is named race hatred.  The caption reads, you keep your American eagle, I have a bird of all my own.  Seuss is saying that not only is Jim Crowe racism reprehensible, but downright un-American. 
